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Primary Nurse completes 
ENAR (4C screen)

Risk for AUD identified?

Physician confirms 
patient meets DSM V 

criterial for AUD

Yes

Refer to 
ED allied services / 
ED MHSU services  

If available &
applicable

If available &
applicable

Usual ED Care

No

1ST Provide: brief intervention 
and discharge education 

Withdrawal 
management 

required

Yes

1ST Offer: AUD outpatient 
prescription 

Refer to VAM

Transfer to
Facility Based Withdrawal 

Management

Admit 

1st Assess: is withdrawal 
management required in ED?

Use: AUD Withdrawal Order 
Sets

Assess: is patient at risk for 
complicated withdrawal?

Yes

No

Assess: does patient require 
admission?

Yes

No

No

Yes

Alcohol Use Disorder in Emergency Department
WORK FLOW

Patient to f/u with primary care 
and community resources
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Substance Use Services
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http://insidenet.interiorhealth.ca/Clinical/MHA/Documents/OWM_Screening%20Criteria%20Checklist.pdf
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