
 Acute Vertigo Syndromes 
(sensation of motion, dizziness, etc.)

Any focal neurological deficits? 

Peripheral NegativeCentral Positive

Vascular
red flags +
neuro signs

Migraine history
+ visual/ sensory

aura

 HINTS exam

Vestibular neuritis 

Posterior circulation
stroke (10-25%) 

CONTINUOUS (> 24h) SPONTANEOUS EPISODIC TRIGGERED EPISODIC 

Dix-Hallpike and
Supine Head Roll Test

Hx and Physical
Exam

YES Contact
neurology

Must have all of:
Unilateral
nystagmus
No skew deviation
or ocular tilt
Corrective
saccade

At least 2 of:
Direction changing
nystagmus
Skew deviation
Ocular tilt
No corrective
saccade

Vertigo +
hearing

symptoms

Posterior TIA Migraine Meniere’s 

Able to stand/walk
independently? 

Posterior or
horizontal

canal BPPV

NO: Central cause of Sx YES: Peripheral cause of Sx

Based on
GRACE 3 Acute
Dizziness in ED

**Disclaimer:**
This may not apply in all situations. Using
clinical judgment and proper training and

technique are essential.

NO

Contact
neurology

Contact
neurology

**If no HINTS
training
consider
neurology
consult


